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The CDTC NEWS is 
published bi-annually 
and is mainly aimed at 
fast dissemination of 
information on coconut 
extension services and 
other trainings done by 
the CDTC to develop the 
coconut industry in Sri 
Lanka. 
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Inside this issue:

   Coconut Development training 

Centre(CDTC) is the pioneer 

institute of transferring coconut 

based technologies to the personal 

involved in the coconut industry, 

including the technical and non-

technical officers of the Coconut 

Cultivation Board (CCB), coconut 

growers, processors, students and 

others interested in coconut 

cultivation in Sri Lanka. Our main 

objective is to increase productivity 

of coconut lands by improving 

knowledge, skills and attitude of the 

coconut growers in the country. 

         For achieve the objective 

CDTC conducted  76 training 

programs. Out that training, 34 

trainings were conducted for 

officers in CCB for enhance the 

efficiency of existing staff to provide 

more service to coconut growers.  

     Next important prospective 

group of CDTC is coconut growers 

and 33 trainings were accomplished 

for transferring knowledge to 

growers.

 

The students are the most 

important compartment of the 

country to disseminate technology, 

therefore CDTC provide 9 practical 

training programs for Agriculture 

students. 

Not only training, there were 

171 extension programs conducted 

through regional offices of CCB. To 

disseminate technology  for the 

public through media programme of 

CDTC, conduct national level 15 

exhibitions, print technical leaflets, 

creating short documentaries on 

coconut techniques and issue CD 

about coconut pest. 
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New Coconut Planting Program 
In Northern

Under the special coconut cultivation programme 

in collaboration with the Northern Provincial 

Council over 18,500 acres of coconut land in the 

North will be rehabilitated and 25,400 acres will 

come under new coconut plantation. The program 

initiated by the Coconut Cultivation Board and the 

Coconut Development training centre were 

supported by offering training programs for SL 

Army officers about all aspects in Coconut 

cultivation. 

Cdtc Participates At Crt Trade 
Fair And Exhibition

The CRT exhibition was held at the BMICH during 

August 11-13, 2017. The exhibition was ceremonially 

declared open by the HE the President on August 11, 

2017. This exhibition was one of the events organized 

by the Ministry of Plantation Industries in celebrating 

150 years of Ceylon tea. The government institutes 

under the Ministry and private sector service providers 

to the tea rubber, and coconut industries etc., presented 

stalls showing their innovations and other services.

The CDTC’s exhibits received greater attraction of the  

participants as included coconut intercrop model, cross 

section of  seedling planting, soil and moisture 

conservation model, cross section of husk pit, different 

stages of  seed nuts in nursery, cattle shed model.

Southern Coconut Development Training Centre
Inside Story Headline

Southern Coconut Development Training Centre is 
a one of sub training centre, situated in 
Madamulana. Southern Coconut Development 
Training Centre provides its service to coconut 
sector, Hambanthota, Monaragala & Ratnapura 
district since 2007. For coconut sector 
improvement of above district Madamulana 
Training centre conduct at least 50 trainings for   
farmer groups, government officers, rural leaders 
and school pupils annually. 
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Special International Training Program For Mutual Learning 
7-14 February,2017   Bangalore, India

W. M. Ratnayake  - Assistant General Manager (training)

Special international program on “sustainable 

plantat ion management (SPM) coconut 

perspectives” was organized for the officials of 

CCB during 7-14 February 2017. As a program 

coordinator of this Indian study tour of would like to 

share the knowledge and experienced we 

gathered during the program.

Before I explain the experience I would like 

to thank for the intellectual support given by the 

Indian Institute of Plantation Management 

together with coconut sector leading experts of 

India and Mr. Kapila Yakandawala, Chairman of 

CCB for giving extensive support to organize this 

program. 

Given the importance of the sustainable 

plantat ion management (SPM) coconut 

perspectives, there is an increasing focus on 

“plantation Management System” at the highest 

level. The program aimed to provide knowledge 

about fundamental to advanced coconut 

nursery/farm, field production practices, 

Manufacturing, processing unit, mechanization, 

online marketing and innovative value added 

aspects. The program also planned to bring out the 

concept and applications of sustainable coconut 

production and management, including the 

component of productivity, quality & safety 

dimensions of coconut production system. The 

program sessions were handled mainly by Indian 

Institute of Plantation Management, Deejay group 

& Coconut development Board of India, Coir Board 

and other aspects. 

Prof. V. G. Dhanakumar, Director & Prof. 

IIPM served as guide to the programme. All  the 

sessions were designed to evolve maximum 

participation and mutual learning as part of 

assurance of learning from the participants; 

Important coconut sector practices in India 

that can be applied under Sri Lanka condition.

Mandga. The nursery produces hybrid, dwarf and 

tall verities of coconut.

Seeds nuts are getting from the mother palms 

maintaining in the nursery. This nursery produce 

only bare root coconut seedlings, because 

seedling can be issued at low cost to the farmer 

than the cost of poly-bagged seedlings. The 

important different  I observed here is that in Sri 

Lanka coconut seedlings are issued to the farmers 

at the age of 7 month but in India they wait until 11 

months to issue seedling. The nursery officer also 

need to get approval from the director of the CDB 

to issue the seedling. Caterpillar parasite breeding 

laboratory is also running by the nursery officer 

very successfully. In Sri Lanka parasites are 

issued to the farmers freely but in India cost of a 

parasite in 0.60 India Rupees.

Nursery Management
The group visited Coconut Development board 
Nursery at 

1.

Another important management practice is 

preparation of nursery bed as sunken bed, but in 

Sri Lanka never practice sunken bed. And this type 

of beds are important withstand drought condition 

because irrigation water can be protected. The 

estate and the nursery has about 12 permanent 

labour maintaining maximum labour efficiency. 

Training program are also conducted for the small 

farmers in the nursery based on the felt need.

Success of the farmers producers organization 
in coconut sector

2.



Page 04 CDTS NEWS VOLUME 3, ISSUE 01 

Kalpathura coconut producers company limited in 

Turuvekere has established by experience and 

enthusiastic entrepreneurs to serve customers 

with quality cost effective coconut and coconut by 

products. This company has established with 13 

coconut producer federation and 280 coconut 

producers societies. Farmers are encouraged to 

stand on their own feet by giving a value to their 

own products made by them to become an 

independent along with coconut producer society. 

To become member of this company every farmer 

should have minimum of 10 coconut trees up to 

5000 plantation. Every farmer has to be a share 

holder of the company by giving one coconut per 

palm not in the form of cash. The company plans to 

start coconut park or coconut mall and in the 

process of coconut by products and neera 

products for exporting to the other countries. The 

profit will be shared among farmers directly after 

holding few percentage.

We also visited coir welfare cooperative & coconut 

producers society, Thmkur, Karnataka. This 

cooperative society started in 1966 and there are 

200 members registered to the society. Coconut 

husks are collected from members and income 

there by distributed among the members. This 

society manufactures coir mattress & value added 

products using coir fiber.  They produce panel & 

boards, furniture & various other products. The 

panel board are water & termite resistant. Workers 

are selected only from the society.

3.   E-marketing

Farmers are sell their products through e-

marketing without middleman. There are 80,000 

farmers registered to e-marketing. Commissioning 

agent gets 2% margin from the traders without 

influencing farmers. A biz yard available in store 

products temporally. Every farmers get message 

every day regarding their current prices. 

4.  Desiccated coconut production & coconut oil       

 
We visited Mahavir coconut & Agro products Pvt 
Ltd. Tumker, Karnatake & cocoguru coconut 
industries Pvt Ltd, Mangolar, Karnatake producing 
desiccated coconut and coconut oil respectively. 
DC & coconut oil produced are sold to local market. 
Coco

Coconut oil & DC are available in sachet pack to 

the customers & bulk also can be purchased. 

5.   Hybrid coconut seedling production

We also had opportunity to visit Deejay Hybrid 

Farm, Bailur, Karnataka. Mr. Bagawan, Farm 

Manager explained about hybrid coconut seedling 

production. Tall coconut varieties & short types are 

crossed by hand pollination method. Puskola & 

Sampurna are the two main hybrid seedlings 

produced in this farm. Hybrid seedlings are sold to 

farmers at 825/= Indian Rupees for Puskola & Rs. 

400/= for Sampura variety of coconut seedlings. 

Only organic fertilizer applied in this farm and 

maintained as an “Organic Coconut Cultivation 

Garden”

6. Agronomic Practices in coconut landsI.

Manure circle maintenance

Manure circle around the palm always maintained 

below normal ground level. This facilitate soil 

moisture conservation around the palm providing 

opportunity to absorb water coming down through 

the tank also runoff water will direct toward, the 

base of the palm & absorbed to the root zone. 

Manure circle always cover with the mulching 

material. This kind of basin like manure circle 

facilitate irrigation & organic manure application. 

Indian farmers practice deep planting so that it 

facilitate to keep the manure circle below ground 

level from the initial stage of plant growth. 

Cont...special International Training Program For Mutual Learning 

Production

II. Irrigation  
Irrigation is very common among the farmers and 
they practice drip irrigation, sprinkler irrigation, 
surface irrigation etc. They also have prolonged 
drought period but to overcome 
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III.   Productivity improvement in coconut lands

Intercropping to maximize the land use is very 

common practice in coconut plantations. Crops 

like pepper, banana, nutmeg, fodder grasses, 

pineapple, etc. cultivated to absorb sunlight at 

different levels: mostly pepper is planted using 

coconut as supporting tree and we observed that 

growing pepper the coconut trunk has not negative 

effect to the growth of coconut. This system of 

pepper planting is not practiced in SL. 

Cultivating two rows of aricunut between two 

coconut rows is very common intercropping model 

in India and it is a priority plantation crop doing 

many research by central Plantation crop Reseach 

Institute(CPCRI), Kasaragoda. Also commonly 

practiced by the growers. 

7. Coconut value added products
Ball copra making by the farmers are common in 
some villages. Harvested coconut are stirred 
about 9 month to dehydrated water inside the nut 
naturally. Product innovation, 

The Red Weevil scientifically known as 
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus is the most serious 
pest of young coconut palms in the age from 3 to 15 
years and is found in all coconut growing areas of 
the country. However control of this pest is 
practically difficult & removing breeding sites & 
trapping weevils are potential strategies to control 
this pest. CRI has recommended trapping adult 
weevil using the major component of the 
aggregation pheromone, ferrigineol. 
To increase the production of pheromone, CCB 
opened pheromone synthesis unit at CDTC.  The 
one pheromone vial  is sold to farmer at Rs. 90/=.

coconut value addition along with relevant 
machineries and different coco products were 
shared during the CPCRI sessions. We were given 
an opportunity to taste the innovative coconut 
products promoted by CPCRI.

8.  Coconut tree climbing machine
Women climbing coconut tree with help of 
machinery were demonstrated during our visit to 
CPCRI. Both coconut harvesting and hand 
pollination purpose they use this climbing 
machines. It is very important to introduce these 
machines to SL because very difficult to find 
coconut pluckers.

Cdtc Open Red-weevil Pheromone Synthesis Laboratory
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Climatic change has become one of the most 
discussed topics in recent years due to its 
potentially deleterious global impact. Climatic 
change involves significant variations in the rainfall 
and temperature regimes as a result of global 
warming.  In considering agriculture and food 
production sector, unpredictable climate changes 
cause a huge threat in complex ways. 

Sri Lanka also being a tropical country situated 
close to the equator is more vulnerable with 
changes in temperature. Extended dry spells, 
temperature fluctuations, flash floods and 
landslides causing water shortages and crop 
losses are becoming more frequent in Sri Lanka. 
These adverse changes would adversely impact 
on socio-economic activities in the country. 

The coconut sector is a vital component of the 
economy of Sri Lanka contributing 1% to Gross 
Domestic Products and around 1% to Gross 
National Products. Also the coconut is the major 
livelihood crop in the country. So it is required to 
have a comprehensive knowledge on climatic 
changes impact on coconut and to develop and 
implement adaptation measures to protect the 
industry from the potential impacts of climatic 
changes. 

exposed to soil water stress and atmospheric 
water stress because it is mainly a rain fed palm 
with a long productive life span. 

Soil water deficit due to long dry spells, deactivated 
absorption region of the root zone as a coconut 
tree has a spreading root system.  Drought will be 
ceased of growing point and coconut seedling will 
affect first. Fallen of mature fronds also can be 
seen and less fronds mean less nuts of the tree. 
Climate change effects highly evident in coconut 
as less female flowers and low pollination, less fruit 
set, immature nuts fallen. Ultimately tend to reduce 
number of nuts and the size of the nut resulting low 
yield. 
 

The extended dry spells in coconut growing 
areas will be caused to death of coconut palms. 

Therefore, urgent actions towards implementing 
adaptive measures to enable facing the adverse 
impact of climatic changes on coconut may 
important. As an agronomic adaptation measures, 
soil moisture conservation practices play major 
role. Also irrigation, organic and inorganic fertilizer 
application, promote coconut based mixed 
cropping systems to improving micro-climatic 
conditions and planting heat and drought tolerant 
varieties can be emphasis as adaptation 
measures. 

There are many soil conservation practices 
that apply in coconut plantations. 

Mitigation Of Climatic Change Impact On Coconut Cultivation
Kamali A Dadigama-subject Matter Officer (agro. & Soil.)

Coconut tree required optimum climatic conditions 
for growth & yield as well distributed annual rainfall 
of 1300-2300mm, mean annual temperature 27°C 
with diurnal variation of 5°c and annual sunshine 
2000 hrs. Rainfall of the previous year was mostly 
influence the total annual coconut yield. Coconut is 
frequently ex

Mulching the manure circle of coconut palm 
using coconut fronds, coconut husk, straw or 
weed trashes will be provide more benefits as 
reduce moisture evaporation, 
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reduce soil erosion, maintain soil temperature at 
favorable range for root system, suppress weed 
growth and increase organic matter in the soil.  

Addition of organic matter improves the soil 
physical condition in many ways. It will be 
enhanced water holding capacity of the soil, 
increase porosity of the soil and thereby 
improving aeration and drainage.

Coconut husks can absorb and retain six times 
their weight of water during the dry season and 
by that feature husk have been buried in pits.
Husk burying is usually done with the 
commencement of rain and the beneficial 
effects of this method last for about 5-6 years. 
Period of moisture retention varies depending 
on the soil type and severity of drought.

By growing cover crop such as Pueraria 
phaseoloides, the roots of those crops enhance 
water percolation to the deep layers of soil and 
helping in moisture conservation and provide a 
large quantity of mulch and there by organic 
matter to the soil and leguminous cover crops 
provide nitrogen to the soil. Also reduces 
leaching of nutrients, soil temperature and 
weed growth.

 

Soil conservation methods are useful in sloppy 

lands in reducing erosion and increasing 

moisture conservation. Contour drains, contour 

bunds and SALT ridge should be laid carefully 

on the contour to obtain full benefits. The steep 

lands where coconut is already planted, 

individual terracing of palm would be benefited.

To store rain water and surface run-off, 
constructions of pond is important in the land 
where catchment is available. 

Taking the responsibility on implementing 
adaptation measures to protect the coconut 
industry Coconut Cultivation Board (CCB) 
implement several subsidy programs to reduce the 
harmful effect of advert climatic condition.  

Subsidy program of soil conservation in 
coconut land—contour drain, contour bund, 
SALT method, terracing and drainage drains

Coconut land rehabilitation subsidy—contour 
drain, contour bund, SALT method, terracing, 
drainage drains, fertilizer application, manure 
circle maintenance and husk pits. 

Subsidy program for intercropping in coconut 
lands. 

Subsidy program for implementing irrigation 
system in coconut land

Subsidy for preparation of rain water harvesting 
tank in coconut land

Construct cattle shed in coconut land subsidy 
for motivating organic fertilizer production and 
usage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT CDTC

Hand book for coconut 
cultivation (Sinhala) - 

This book provides technical 

information on the coconut 

cultivation in very simple 

manner.

Coconut Development 
Training Center, 

Bandirippuwa  estate,  
Lunuwila

Published By

Advised by:
Mr. W.M. Ratnayake

Assistant General Manager
Training

Editor: 
Kamali A. Dadigama

Subject Matter Officer

Photos:
Mr. B.M.A.K. Bannahake

Price: Rs. 350/=

EVENTS IN 2018

CDTC offer several training programs for growers on various aspects of coconut cultivation such as 
organic coconut cultivation, land rehabilitation, moisture conservation practices, value added coconut 
products and pest and disease management. 

Practical Training Programs For Agriculture Students Of Universities, Agriculture 
Schools And Technical Colleges 

This type of training programs organize to provide overall practical knowledge and skills on aspects 

related to coconut cultivation and management. There are two type of programs, 

One Day Field Level Training Programs And 

Five (05) Day Residential Practical Training Programs. 

Contact : Assistant General Manager (Training), Coconut Development Training Centre

(Tel: 031 22 553 50 | 031 22 550 48)

One Day /Two Day/ Three Day Training Programs For Coconut Growers.

IF INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATION:

COCONUT DEVELOPMENT 
TRAINING CENTRE

Bandirippuwa Estate,
Lunuwila

Phone: +94 31 22 553 50 | +94 31 22 550 48

Fax: +94 31 22 553 50

E-mail: ccbcdtc@gmail.com
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